
 

 

 

 

 

 

 ñé.I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God,    

which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.ò        I Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) 
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THE MARRIAGE COVENANT  
By Bro. Samuel A. Matthews 

 

...the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you 

have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and wife by covenant (Malachi 

2:14). 

"Oh, what a feeling!" - was for several 
years the slogan of the Toyota car com-
pany. Sadly, many go into marriage 
thinking that love is defined the same 
way. However, it isn't.  Love, from 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ 
feeling. Life is about commitment and 
the choices we make daily to honor that 
commitment. It's the opposite of self-
ishness. 
 
Someone will say, "You don't know my 
mate..." True. But that doesn't change 
your love commitment and the vows 
you spoke on your wedding day. No 
place in Scripture do we find God's 
commandments to love our mate con-
ditioned on anything they do or don't 
do. Our words on the day we married 
said that we would cherish and remain 
committed to this person "for better or 
for worse" and "until death do us part." 
Do you remember saying that? 
 
I've never heard the wedding vows read 

like this: "As long as we both shall FEEL 
like it." On the contrary, you spoke a sol-
emn vow that entered you into a cove-
nant τ not a contract. Your covenant was 
witnessed and sealed by God. How seri-
ously do you think God regards the vows 
of your marriage covenant? 
 
There are important differences between 
a contract and a covenant. Contracts and 
their accompanying paperwork are every-
where. By definition, a contract is an 
agreement between two parties in which 
both sides agree to certain conditions. 
Most contracts state that if one side vio-
lates the terms of the agreement, the 
other party has a measured recourse. For 
example, if you finance a car with a bank, 
the bank, in turn, can repossess the vehi-
cle if payment is not made. We under-
stand how that works. 
 
A wedding covenant is different. To 
some, marriages vows are interpreted to 
ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ άL ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ Ƴȅ 
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ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ŘƻŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ bh¢ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΦ 
Sometimes a spouse presents a laundry list of violations 
and failures by his/her mate as if such represents a 
breach of contract. The truth is neither signed a contract 
ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ άƻǳǘέ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊπ
form to their specifications. 
 
What they entered into was a covenant. It was a vow be-
ŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ άL ŀƳ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊπ
ǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜέ - period. You were specifically 
ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ψψψψψψ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ 
ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ƛƴ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘΚέ 
And what did you say? Two words: "I do." You made a 
covenant before God. "What therefore God has joined 
together, let no man separate" (Matthew 19:6). 
 
A covenant is an agreement by choice (no one forced 
you), and is in no way dependent upon what the other 
party may do. It's NOT about loving and honoring your 
mate as long as your mate loves and honors you. Like the 
parents adopting a child make a commitment to the 
child's nurture and care, the adoption is not dependent 
upon what the baby gives them in return. It's the same 
with the marriage covenant sealed before God. That's 
ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIƻƭȅ ƳŀǘǊƛƳƻƴȅΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
very special, life-changing and Iife-lasting, happening 
here. 
 

True love involves com-
mitment (John 14:15); 
however, people are not 
into commitment much 
these days. In the past 
few years some of us have 
bounced from one cell 
phone company to the 
next in search for the best 
coverage, lowest cost and 

shortest contract. And while that works with cell phone 
ƭŜŀǎŜǎΣ άƴƻ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣέ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ 
work with marriage. Why? Because we are not called to 
commit to the institution of marriage as much as we are 
called to commit to the Lord! God wants you to commit 
to and honor Him by fulfilling your marriage vows. 
 
Sadly, few take this seriously (even among Christians). 
Nonetheless, it is a proactive decision that says I am go-
ing to serve my mate in the way God directs regardless of 
what I get in return. You may argue that no one does 
that, but you would be wrong. 
 
When a couple brings a baby home from the hospital, 
they have a God directed obligation to care for that new-

born. And guess what? It won't always be convenient τ 
especially at 3:00 in the morning when it's feeding time. 
And so you feed and rock and rock and feed; and what do 
you get in return? The baby spits up all over you! Yet you 
get up and do it again and again. Why? Is it because you en-
joy losing sleep and smelling like spit-up? Not hardly! You 
do it because you love that child, and love is spelled 
C*0*M*M*I*T*M*E*N*T.  
 
God gives all of us the ability to choose the right thing even 
when we don't feel like it. If your spouse says something 
unkind to you, no one forces you to return evil for evil. If 
he/she is hurtful or fails to follow through on a promise, 
God gives you a choice of response τ including grace filled 
forgiveness. It comes down to a question of choice. And in 
the end, all excuses aside, people pretty much do what they 
want to do. 
 
Someone might say, "They are so lucky to have a good mar-
riage!" Really? That makes as much sense as telling some-
ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ǎƻ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ [ǳŎƪȅΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎΚ 
Houses don't clean themselves and neither do marriages. 
Hard truth lesson #1: There is nothing lucky about good 
marriages. It takes two people dedicated to God along with 
the daily grind of hard work and commitment. A big dose of 
patience and forgiveness will also be quite helpful. 
 
L Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ άaǊΦ {ŜƭŦƛǎƘέ ǊŜŀǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ǳƎƭȅ ƘŜŀŘ 
around our place way too often. Sometimes my old self 
comes creeping back into our marriage. And that's when I 
have to remember my covenant with my wife and with God. 
It's NOT about me. It's about putting her first and doing 
whatever it takes to honor her. For when I honor her, I 
honor Him. After all, she is God's daughter and that makes 
God my Father-in-law. It's best I remember that. 
 
When Christ saw that the Ephesians had left their first love, 
He urged them to repent and "do the deeds you did at 
first" (Revelation 2:5-сύΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΣ ǘƻƻΦ !ǊŜ 
you struggling with love, commitment, and intimacy in mar-
riage? "Do the deeds you did at first." Be proactive and the 
feelings will return. God expects no less. 
 
God doesn't want you to have a mediocre marriage. He 
ǿŀƴǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ άƭƻǾŜΣέ 
άŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣέ άŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ άŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦέ IŜ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ 
you to make good choices and keep your promises. And 
while you cannot control others, you can control self. Our 
God can move mountains and save marriages!  And He can 
make the good ones even better. 



BAPTISM OF ANN CHARLES                                                                           
By Bro. Samuel A. Matthews 

We are pleased to rejoice with the angels in 
Heaven by the addition of Ann Charles to the 
family of God here in St. Thomas.  Ann is the 
91 year old mother of Sister Catherine 
Moses.  She is from the island of Dominica, 
and has lived on St. Thomas off and on for 
nearly twenty years.  Ann was blessed to bring 
13 children into this world; nine of them are 
still alive. Raised in the Catholic Church, Ann 

ǿŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ōȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ 
.Ǌǳƴƻ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘ ǎƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
to fruition on Wednesday, 21 December 2011, as Brother Mat-
thews baptized her into Christ at Bolongo Bay Beach. Please get 
to know our new sister and keep her in prayer as she begins to 
mature in Christ. 
 
REVIVAL SERVICES 
By Bro. Samuel A. Matthews 
 

Our Revival Services (11-14 December 2011) were 
a blessing for all who attended.  Bro. Felix Bruno, 
presently working with the church in Sunny Isle, 
St. Croix, used the Power Point system to preach 
four powerful easy to understand lessons cover-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ά.ŀǎƛŎ .ƛōƭŜ 
¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦέ DƻŘϥǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊƻΦ .Ǌǳƴƻϥǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘπ
ing style truly revived our spirits and increased 
our knowledge. If you did not attend the Revival 
or missed a night or two, Sister Yvonne 

Brathwaite videotaped each lesson and they are available for 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ 5±5Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 
teaching tool or a great addition to your video videotape library.  
 
ANNUAL CHURCH DINNER 
By Bro. Samuel A Matthews 
 
On Sunday night,  December 18th, the church met at the Mar-
Ǌƛƻǘǘ CǊŜƴŎƘƳŀƴΩǎ wŜŜŦ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Dinner and other activities. We were entertained by songs and 
skits from various brethren, and the food was excellent and 
plentiful. We especially enjoyed the song and memory verses by 
young Donnel Dominique. Appreciation certificates were given 
to all the Ministry Coordinators, and special recognition was 
made to brothers Gerald Elien and Donny Dominique, and sisters 
Yvonne Brathwaite and Louise Williams.  A wonderful time was 
enjoyed by all. 

MORVANT MISSION REPORT 
By Samuel Matthews 

Bro. Terrance Griffith reports that the church meeting in Mor-
vant, Trinidad was blessed to have a 30+ year old man, Richard 
Williams, baptized and added by the Lord to the body in No-
vember. They also lost a soldier in the army of the kingdom of 
our Lord when a 79 year old sister in Christ, Jestina Chance, 
died in November. The church goes out into the fields on Satur-
days to distribute tracks, set up studies and invite people to 
service and to attend their Bible classes. The response has been 
good. Their collection for the month of November was seven 
thousand six hundred and six dollars and seventy six cent ($ 
7,606.76). The church continues to seek our prayers.  

MARIGOT MISSION REPORT                                                            
By Bro. Samuel A. Matthews 

Bro Abraham continues to conduct personal Bible studies, how-
ever, no street meeting were conducted because he is recuper-
ŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ .ƛōƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ άIƻǿ 
¢ƻ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ hǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
has put together an aggressive church growth program for 
2012.  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ aŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΦέ Lǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
their aim, workshops, evangelism effort, calendar of events, 
building maintenance program, financial target, and facilitators. 

 
 
 
 
 

December 2011 
 

Sunday morning sermons are available on CD and/or DVD.  If 
you are interested, kindly check at the office. 
 
 1st Sunday  Bro. Samuel A. Matthews 

What God Has Placed In The Church 
 
 2nd Sunday  Bro. Thaddeus Bruno 

Keep Thyself Pure 
 
 3rd Sunday  Bro. Thaddeus Bruno 

Satan Is Up To Something 
 
 4th Sunday  Bro. Samuel A. Matthews 

Prepare To Meet Your God 

 
 
 
 
 Sunday  Attendance        Contribution 
 1st Sunday          85             $2,953.00   
 2nd Sunday        100                         2,297.00                          
 3rd Sunday          85                                 2,895.00                         
 4th Sunday          86                 2,874.00

Sister Ann Charles 

Bro. Felix Bruno 

Ministry Coordinators after receiving certificates 



¹Come now, and let us reason 
together.º Isaiah 1:18 

 

 

 
 
Rosita Ferrari   1st 
 
Jeanne Pacquette  4th 
 
William Cashion   8th 
 
Louis Gregoire   15th 
 
Shirley Smith   17th 
 
5ŜƧŀŜΩ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ  23rd 

 
 

 
 
 Delvin Moses   31st 
 
 Elmona Alexander  31st 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Lucinda Millin Home Outreach 
January 3rdτ10:00 am 

 

Marriage Seminar  
January 6thτ7:00 pm 

 

Budget Sunday 
January 8th 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Let us continue to offer prayers on behalf of our 
brethren who have requested them. Kindly pray for 
the following: 

 
 
 

Bro. Elien Gerald & Family 
Bro. Masdem Isaac & Family 

Bro. Darrell Dowers 
Sis. Lakesha Moore 
Sis. Shirley Smith 

Bro. Winston Wheatley 
Sis. Michelle Dominique 

Bro. Andray & Sis. Mary Edwards 
Bro. Thaddeus Bruno 
The Balgua Family 

Sis. Viola Henry  
Sis. Shannon JnoBaptiste 

Sis. Ashby Danet 
Sick and Shut-in Brethren 

Fallen Away Brethren 
Brethren Who Are Travelling 

 

Kindly forgive us if your name has been left 

out or we have made an error.  If you are 

uncertain that we have your birthday, kindly  

contact Sis. Peters or Sis. Dominique. We will 

be delighted to add you to the list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?   
1. Hear Godôs word (Romans 10:11-18, Acts 15:7).  

2. Believe in Christ (John 20:31, Hebrews 11:6).  

3. Repent of my sins (Acts 2:38, Luke 13:3). 

4. Confess Christ (Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37). 

5. Be Baptized (Acts 10:48, Mark 16:16, Romans 6:4,                

    Galatians 3:26, 27). 

6. Be faithful unto death (Revelation 2:10). 

 

WHEN YOU MEET WITH THE CHURCH OF 

CHRISTé.. 
You can expect to find a group of Christians assem-

bled to worship God in the same manner that Christ 

directed the first century disciples (John 4:24).  You 

can expect these Christians to have respect for the 

inspired Word of God, which is the only and com-

plete authority in religion today (II Timothy 3:16, 

17).  Since Jesus declared, ñUpon this rock I will 

build my churchò (Matthew 16:18). Churches of 

Christ look to Jesus as their founder.  For this rea-

son the church also wears the name of Christ.  There 

is one Lord, one faith and one baptism (Ephesians 

4:5). 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS AN  

INVITATION TO WORSHIP WITH US.  


